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THE WILMINGTON
mm

Forced Upon the People to

Preserve Ljfe and Pro-
tect Property.

ir WAS NOT POLITICAL
The Condition of Lawlessness Preced-

ing it Was Result of Fusion

Government.

HOW IT WAS ORGANIZED AND CONDUCTED

In the Midst of it the Whites Protec’ed the Ne-

groes. It Occurred After the Election.

Beneficial Results to City

and County.
By IREDELL MEARES.

The effort by the Republican speakers
in this campaign to make it appear that

the Wilmington revolution, which occurr-

ed November 10th, 1898. was Inaugurated

by the Democratic party in New Han-

over county, to catTy elections by intimi-

dating negroes, even to killing them,

merits, the disapproval of every citizen

of the State who understands the real
significance of that revolution. It was
not conceived nor consummated in the
interest of any political party. Tho -.v,

elution was the outcome of a social con-
dition caused by the incompetent admin-
istration of public affairs in this city,

;nd county by the Republican and Popu-
list parties. This condition, in IS9B, was
one of lawlessness, insecurity to life and
property, and its dangers confronted the
people of Wilmington night and day, with
aggravating and increasing insistence.
The city government, had been directed
previous to the fusion Legislature of
1 StC. by the mayor and a board of ten
aldermen. There were five wards in the
city, two aldermen being elected from
i aeii ward. Throe of those wards were
controlled by white men, who were thus
enabled to elect always six of the ten al-
dermen. and by that narrow majority the
city government was controlled and di-
rected by the white citizens. The aider-
men elected ail city officials and ap-
I .tinted all subordinate employees. There
was a Board of Audit and Finance, having
a veto power upon expenditures, whose
members wore appointed by the Governor
M the State. The Fusion Legislature of
189. r , created a Board of Police Commis-
sioners, with power to elect all officials
and employees, with the exception of
the mayor, and the members of that
board were named in the act. It con-
sisted of three white Republicans, one
Populist and one negro. The board of al-
dermen was continued, hut practically
snipped iii power. It had no power to
appoint subordinate officials, employees

or policemen, but it was supposed to have
control of these in administering the gov-
ernment and in preserving the public
peace. This Act was repealed in 1597 by

the Fusion Legislature, and instead, the
Governor was given the power to ap-

point, not only the Board of Audit and
Finance, but five of the board of aider-
men. The citizens were allowed in earn
ward to elect one aldermen. This en-
abled the Governor and the Republican
party to control the board of aldermen, by
the five aldermen appointed by the Gov-
ernor and the two aldermen elected

from the negro ¦ rds. Governor Russell
made the appointments. The result was
that a Dr. S. P. Wright was elected mayor
and John 12. Melton the chief of police.
The former was a Republican and the
latter claimed to be a Populist. Neither
of these men were fitted lor the positions.
The subordinate city officials and em-
ployees, with few unimportant exceptions,
were composed of incompetent white men
and negroes. The assistant city clerk
and treasurer was a negro. There were
about seventen ngro policemen appointed.

The county government passed into the

control of the Populists and Republicans
at the fall election of 18% under the
county system provided by the Fusion
Legislature. Elijah Hewlett, a Republi-

' can. was elected sheriff; G. Z. French, a
Republican, was elected to the Legisla-
ture. It was French’s desire to have
boon elected sheriff, but Russell wan 41
him in the Legislature. The arrange-
ment was made by which Hewlett would
receive a nominal salary from the office,
and French, after coming back from the
Legislature, would administer the office
anil take the fees. French was, there-
fore, practically the sheriff. The greater

number of his deputies were negro poli-

ticians of objectionable character. Hew-
lett was afterwards indicted for farming

out his office, and, rather than face the
indictment, compromised with the suitor.
There were forty-two negro magistrates

elected. The Board of County Commis-
sioners was controlled by Republicans.

The criminal court for this county had
been presided over by an able Demo-
cratic jurist for many years, but tlie Fu-
sion Legislature of 1897, abolished the
court, in order to oust the presiding
judge, and recreated it to supply a place
for a Republican, and gave authority to
the Governor to appoint the judge. Gov-
ernor Russell appointed Judge Sutton,
who presided over the court from that
time to the fall of 1898.

In the summer of 1897. President Mc-
Kinley re-appointed John C. Dancy, a
negro politician, who did not reside here.
Collector of Customs for this port. Ilis
special deputy was a negro. A number of
inspectors and boatmen were negroes.

Altogether there were in the fall of issir
ns many as ninety-three negroes, hold-
ing office in ibis city and county, in-
cluding. some six or seven in Federal
appointive offices.

It will be seen from the above state-

ment that for the two years preceding the
revolution the administration of the city
government, the county government and
ihe criminal courts were in the hands of
Republicans and Populists. The condi-
tion which followed is due directly to
their mismanagement, incompetencv and

mal-administration of the law and public
affairs.

CONDITIONS IN 1808.
It is not my purpose in state at length

the lawless condition that followed. It
is well known in this Stale. Burglaries
and incendiary fires were a matter of or-
dinary occurrence. No arrests were
made. On one occasion a negro burglar

was detected by two ladies. Neighbors
were called and the burglar secured. Oa

the following morning, notwithstanding

the frequent happening of these burgla-

ries, the chief of police released the fel-

low on a straw bond, and before night

lie was out of the city. In wanton devil-
try the street cars in the remote sections
of the city were tired upon by lawless ne-
groes. On one occasion a niolorman of

nne of. these street cars discovered a
negro in the act of firing upon the car.

He attempted to pursue him and was

stopped by a mob of negroes, and, though
a riot was threatened, to the personal
knowledge of this writer, neither the

chief of police nor the mayor of the city

loubl be found, ami not until a number
nf citizens took the situation in hand
was a riot prevented. Other instances

of the condition existing here was the

fact of negro men attempting to join

ladies upon the streets, as if these ladies

were common women, and in making in-

decent exposures of themselves to ladies

and young children. Even the negro

children commenced making taunting in-

sults to white children. Os course, these
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JA3P2R STILL UNSHAKEN.

Doesn't Interfere About Eclipses But The .
•'Sun Do Move.

Jasper, new in his eighty-eighth year,

¦ who was made famous by bis dictum that

(Special to The World.)

Richmond. Va.. May 2!).-The Rev. John

-the sun do move.” was sought by The

World representative in his humble home

yesterday to get his views of the eclipse.

“You still beilevc that the sun moves?"

MR. IREDELL MEARES.

The sun's corona, as observed by Dr.

John R. Hooper, of the Baltimore Acad-
emy of Sciences, at Rocky Mount, N. C.,
with a Clark telescope of between four
and five inches nparatus. was of a size

and shape not previously observed. The
upper part had the appearance of two
intersecting angles, the total estimated
length o! which was something over 2,000,-
000 miles. It extended northeasterly. The
lower portion was much smaller and took
an angular shape that terminated in an
acute point.

The sketch here shown was drawn free
hand in the field during the sun’s brief

totality, which last at Rocky Mount less
than a minute and a half.

A fringed light was manifested between
the sun's northern and western point;,,

"'•'ho ehromosi heric protuberant’.. ~oV
! romintnees that were observed in con-
nection with the corona were features
of tliu eclipse. They were possibly more
remarkable in size and brilliance than
any observed by astronomers at previous

eibf.ro. ?

The "Baily’s beads" that were no sod
by a few observers were comparatively
insignificant, having been much less con-
spicuous than at previous observations,

because of the stillness of the air. The
corona somewhat resembled that of April
(*, 1875, but far surpassed it in every
way.

The photograph and drawing made at
Pinchurst speak for themselves, as does

the photograph taken for The World at
Norfolk.

hew as asked.
“Yes.” answered the dusky preacher.

¦•] believe it as much as 1 believe that

I am sitting here, and no man will ever

be able to make me believe thm it don f

move until he can convince me that the

Word of God is wrong. The sun has

been moving ever since the Lord put

him jo his habitation, and he has never
stopped hnt once, and that was when

Joshua commanded him to stand still.

When Tlezekiah was laying on his couch

sic!; and asked the Lord to spare his life
the Lord turned the sun hack ten de-
grees. but the sun never stopped."

“Well, what do you think of the
eclipse ?”

• 1 have never interfered myself about
it," was the answer. "I know that it

occurs annually, but God attends to all
those matters. Some things He has
revealed t< His children and some things

He has kept secret from them. The

heavens declare the glory of God. and
He has arranged all these things to suit
Himself. The sun and the moon and

the stars obey God, but man don't. That's
the trouble.

“I never thought any man was fool

enough to believe that the sun did not

move. Everybody can see with his own
eyes that the sun do move, for be rises

in the east in them orning and goes
over bis circuit like a strong man to run
a race, and sets In the west. But ihe
newspapers and the philosophers tried
to make me out a contemptible liar, and
so I just took down the Word of God
and proved out of God s word that they
were the liars and not me."

The Ayccck Eat.

(Charlotte Observer.)

Some of the friends of Mr. Charles B.
Aycock, Democratic candidate for Gover-
nor. met in his home town, Goldsboro,
some time ago and adopted a style for
"The Aycock Hat,” to be worn in the
campaign. An Observer Representative

saw one yesterday in the hands of Mr.
R. B. Brittain, of Morganton. His con-
cern, Joyner, Witz & Co., of Baltimore,
was given the contract to make the hat.
In shape it is an Alpine and in style a

light colored crush. The lining is of silk
and bears a good picture of Mr. Aycock,
printed in the crown, and the following
words; "North Carolina's Next Governor,
Charles I). Aycock.” The price of the hat
will be $2.25, and will do for a "go-to-
meetin” hat.

insults were committed at times it

was impnasil !o of indentifixat ion" or ar-
rest or me offenders, and often not men-
tioned outside of the home circle, from
the modest shrinkage of a woman in hav-
ing her name mentioned in such con-
nection. The writer is conversant with

several instances of this sort which have

never been mentioned outside of the in-

timate circle of the ladies' acquaintances.

The city government was paralyzed with
incompetently. The police were thorough-
ly demoralized and respected by no class

of citizens. The lawless defied them at
will, if attempting to make arrests
properly, they were often scoffed at and
resisted, as if without authority. They

as frequently succumbed to this resistance
as they succeeded in arresting violators
of the law. It was the habit of the
chief of police, when negroes were ar-
rested, to take straw bonds of negro poli-
ticians, and one of these negro politicians
(who was afterwards run out of the city)
is said to have made a. business of giv-
ing such bonds, for a consideration.

Tin* county government was equally
demoralized in the administration of the
law. The sheriff was surrounded with
negro deputies. The sessions of thj*

\criminal court were a travesty upon the

administration of the law. The court-
room was packed and jammed with ne-
groes. They literally took possession of
the criminal court. Negroes were crowd-
ed upon the juries and frequented the
court house for that purpose. It was
impossible to convict a negro of any
offense when the negroes did not want
him convicted. The lawyers of the Wil-
mington bar practically withdrew from
the criminal court. The court was run
by a group of negro lawyers, ineompeteiit
and insolent, and Judge Sutton seemed to
encourage their presence. Even the Popu-
list Solicitor, Mr. Richardson, not infre-

quently, in private conversation, com-
plained that it was difficult to convict a
negro. There was perhaps no one cause
that contributed more to the demorali-
zation of this county and city than the

administration of the law in the criminal
court. Judge Sutton apparently was in-
different to the seeming miscarriage of
justice and did command the respect of
either race.

As the negro's power behind these offi-
cials grew in strength, it grew in inso-
lent self-assertion. He commenced to
feel that he was in the saddle, the reins
were in his hands, and he was driving
and would drive the white man when and
where he pleased. Wilmington was lin-
ing advertised as a negro and ne-
groes were flocking to it from all sections.
This condition was going from bad to
worse, until it became a self-evident fact
'hat cither the city had to be turned
over to the negroes or taken possession
of by the whites.

THE CAMPAIGN OF 1898.
Early in the campaign of 18H8 appeared

the article in the Daily Record, a negro
newspaper then published in this city,
insulting to the white women of the

State. The intense indignation felt in this
community would have led, at that time,
to the destruction of the paper and the
expulsion of its editor, ftad not the peo-
ple determined, through wise counsel,
that their action, when taken, should be
devoid of even an appearance of political
purpose. After the publication of this
article, the owner of the property where

the Record was published refused to allow

its editors to remain longer in liis build-
ing. The press was then removed to a
hall belonging to a negro woman’s asso-
ciation. Its editors announced that there-
after they would "edit a npgro paper from
a negro home.” It was this building that
was afterwards destroyed. The confer-

HO NEGRO RULE
FOR WHITE MEN

I ho Republican Party is Four
Fifths Negro,

AND I HE NEGRO ISON TOP

Negro Domination Follows Success of

the Republican Party.

OLD TIME REPUBLICAN LEADERS GONE

Twen’y-Onfc Negro Justices in Warren County.

There Are Negro Postmasters, Negro

Cons'ables, and Negro Scliojl

Committeemen.
Whether those men who hold to the

theory that all races are sprung from a

common origin are cot reel or not, it is

certain that there are racial differences

and antipathies based on the differences
between races. The Mongolian, the Indian
arid the Negro are different in tlielr
characteristics from the white man.
The negro has been the same that he is

now from the earliest period of history.

The Ethopian has not. changed his skin;

neither has he changed his characteris-

tics. He is on a different plane and level

intellectually and morally, from the white

man. Nature has taken account of the

fact, and by nature the lower organism
is repulsive to the higher. The negro is

repulsive to the white man. It is there-
fore not a mere matter of prejudice when
the white man declares that negro domi-
nation is repulsive to him; but rather it
is an expression of antipathy fixed in the
heart of the white man by bis very na-
ture itself.

NEGRO RULE ODIOUS TO WHITE MEN.
To the white man negro rule is not

merely repulsive, bul it is odious and op-
pressive. and cannot be borne.

It is the domination of the superior
race by an Inferior race, and it Is against
nature. White men cannot stand it.

The Republican pasty is composed of
two distinct elements —JO.out* white men
and 120,000 negroes. A.-; might be sup-
posed the strongest and most numerous
element controls the weaker. The ne-
groes control the Republican party, and
whenever that party rules the State, the
negro becomes the ruler. It is because
of these truths that the Republican party

in the Eastern counties has degenerated
merely into a mass of negroes.

THE NEGRO HAS DRIVEN OUT WHITE
REPUBLICANS.

Formerly there were a considerable
number of white men in the Eastern

counties who affiliated with the Republi-
can party. But they could not stand tin*
rule of their negro political associates,

and so they have, for the most part.,

dropped away.from the party, leaving it.
composed almost exclusively of negroes.
With but few exceptions, the white‘men
who continue to offiliatc with the ne-
groes in the East, belong to the office-
bidding class, and remain with the ne-
groes in order to obtain office.

Mr. E. V. Cox, who is a Republican,
living in Pitt county, in an open letter,

has recently said:

“The Republican party so far as North
Carolina is concerned is divided into two
distinct and separate parts; West and
East and Black belts. The average
Western North Carolina Republican, and
in this respect I am sorry to say Senator
Pritchard seems but little better inform-
ed than the average, but illy and incom-
pletely comprehends the situation in
Eastern North Carolina, where the ne-
groes, ignorant and insolent, are entirely

in control of all Republican conventions
and where every effort to better the con-
dition of affairs is counteracted by the
opposition of some black-hearted white
man with corrupt practices who sees in
added intelligence and reputable work a
diminution of his own unscrupulously ac-
quired power. Although the Republican
party has an excellent plan of organiza-

tion it is scarcely ever followed on ac-
count of the ignorance and -orruption of
the negro politicians, who being numeri-
cally stronger, preside over white men.
call them to order at will and occasionally

consent for them to be elected delegates

to a State Republican convention. The
white Republican, if honest, is entirely
at the mercy and under their control; if
corrupt he must purchase their votes and
influence. This is not an overdrawn pic-

ture. * * *

“In concluding this part of my paper,
let me say a last word as to the situa-
tion in Eastern North Carolina. If the
Amendment is defeated by the people at
the pells in August, ia the future there
will or may be white Republicans in

Western North Carolina, and negro Re-
publicans alone in Eastern North Caro-
lina. The carpet-bagger, the kuklux
abuse, persecution, all these could not

drive the white Republicans in Eeastern
North Carolina from his party. Mauy

chose death instead. But what the ku-
klux and the carpet-bagger could not do.
the logic and force of events is doing.

I will give one example which I do not
doubt may be paralleled in a majority of
the counties in North Carolina east of
Raleigh. In this county, Pitt, in tljo
80's there were several hundred white

Republicans. There cannot be twenty-

five counted now. No party can hope

to succeed, for any length of time under
these ionditinons. * • *”

What Mr. ( ox says of Pitt, he avers

to be true of other Eastern counties, and

(Continued on page two.)

ence of one of the negro churches in-
dorsed the Daily Record ss the organ of
the negro race and called upon colored
people to sustain it. The society of ne-
gro women who afforded it an asylum
passed resolutions approving its course
and praising it for defending its race.

As the campaign progressed, the busi-
ness men of Wilmington endeavored to
impress upon the negro voters, who were
their employees, that the continuance of
this condition would lead to results disas-

trous to both races. The negro would
not heed the advice. He could not realize

the danger. His stolid mind could not

appreciate a situation portending local
ruin, if permitted to continue. He pre-
ferred lo follow the bad element of his
white leaders and negro politicians. Os
course, the excitement of the campaign
intensified the feeling. The business men.
including n few Republicans, attempted

to meet the situation by resolving to em-
ploy as far as possible white men, in
the hope it would check the increase
of the negro population. They endeavored
to persuade the resident negro to co-
operate in changing conditions by the
election of men competent to establish
g"od government. It is due to a propor-
tion of the negro population, which is
resident here, to say' that it is generally
law-abiding. A characteristic of the ne-
gro, however, in which he is different
from the white man in that essential par-
ticular, is that he may not himself com-
mit a crime, but he will conceal it where
another negro commits it. It is a princi-
pal with them not to tell upon another
negro, however serious may have been
bis offense: and it is difficult to identify

and trace crime amongst them, for as
"all coons look alike,” most any offense

committed by one of their number may
be concealed by the negro population, if
desired.

ORGANIZATION ‘EFFECTED.
This condition of things forced the

white men of this city to organize for
the protection of life and property. Al-
ready, and before any organization, men
had commenced to buy fire-arms for the
protection of their homes. A vigilance or-
ganization was effected, so that our citi-
zens could act in concert, rather than
upon individual responsibility. This or-
ganization was separate and apart from
any campagn organization. Its sole pur-
pose was to protect the city. It was not
organized to harm the negro, but for sclf-
protection and, in that, to protect the
negro as well as the white citizens. Or-
ganization was absolutely essential in the
presence of a disorganized government.
It was designed to control the situation
in case of any attempted conflagration
or outbreak. The white man did not fear
the negro in open conflict, lie did fear

that some of them might carry into ef-

fect the frequent threats of burning the
city. This organization provided, in ease
of an outbreak, for certain places of re-
fuge for the women. It was so arranged
that communication could be had from
point to point by telephone and the
street railway transportation would have
been under the command of the organiza-

tion. Over a period of six weeks or more
every block in this city was guarded at
night by armed citizens, taking the duty
;n l urn. Kpoci.il gitarils were pin ceil a rollml
certain property belonging to leading men
active in the movement, which was
threatened with lire. At a cost of Nl.L’uo
the citizens purchased, equipped and
maned a rapid fire gun. It was believed
complete preparation would best assure
protection.

Such precautions and organization could
only be the result of some great cause
of apprehension impelling the people.

WHITE MANS DETERMINATION.
The determination of the white men

of this city to control its affairs had
reached in the fall of that year such
a state of absolute unity and stern reso-
lution that the white Republicans cow-
ered before it. They did not run a coun-
ty ticket. The negroes, however, on the
day of the election, voted their usual
strength. The election in this city passed
off quietly. The negro was permitted to
vote. The great mass of them cared not
whether they voted for county officials or
not; they simply wanted to vote. Who
he votes for, or for what office, the aver-
age negro does not know, and on the fol-
lowing day does not care. He votes, not
as a citizen but as a negro and under
the direction of his negro preacher pr
political leader. On the day of the elec-
tion here he had voted. He felt that
lie had resisted the white man’s pres-
sure to induce him not to vote. He had
made his biennial declaration of equality
with the white man. He was content.

AFTER THE ELECTION.
After the election there was a strong

feeling pervading this community that
the negro, having voted, did not realize
that recent movements in this community

meant that the white man would control
the community. It was intended by the

demonstration that followed to make the
great mass of ignorant negro voters real-
ize the deep-seated purpose of the white
man to control in the'future. We knew
he had made the Daily Record his idol.
He had sustained it and endorsed it. It
was intended that the paper should ceas‘>

publication, its press and printing outfit
should be removed from this city, and
its editors banished once and for all. The
responsibility for its presence and harm-
ful influence was upon the negroes who
had supported it. It was determined to

place the responsibility upon the leaders
of the negro race to see to its removal,
the stopping of its publication, and Ihe
banishment of its editors. They would
lie given the opportunity to act before
the white man acted. If they acted in
response to the demand, it would be an
:tiknowiedgment at last of the power of
the white men in this city to stop its
present and prevent its future publica-
tion.

The election occurred on November
8. 1898. On November 9th, ve knew that

the State had been redeemed and a
white man's Legislature elected. We
km w our county government had been

redeemed and competent officials elected;
but our city government was still in the
bands of irresponsible white men and in-
competent negboes. without disposition

or power to control the existing lawless-
ness. The Legislature would not meet
for several months to ionic and this city
government would have been continued,
with its attendant evils, but for the ac-
tion of the people that compelled its resig-

nation.

A GREAT MEETING.
On November 9th. at mid-day, upon a

call of a few citizens, there assembled
a large body of the white men of this
city at the county court house. Over
fifteen hundred or two thousand men
were present. It was a remarkable meet-
ing. A series of resolutions were adopt-
ed, declaring that the Daily Record Of-

fice should he removed from this city,

and its editor, Manly, banished; that it
was the purpose of the white man to con-
trol this city at all hazards, as a protec-
tion to life and property; that be de-
sired to live in peace, but that peace be
would enforce at any cost. The resolu-
tions were intended as a declaration to
the negro, as the white man’s ultimatum
to him, that be should not again force
upon this city the conditions from which
it had suffered for several years past.

The meeting was in itself a demonstration
that had been kept in abeyance until af-
ter the election, in order that it might
have, not a political, but a social signi-
ficance. A committee of twenty-five was
appointed, to carry into effect these reso-
lutions and to communicate them to cer-
tain negro leaders. The committee did
not act hastily. It sent for thirty self-
constituted negro leaders and informed
them of the purpose of the white man and
demanded of them that they should re-
move the Record press. Opportunity was
given them to remove it; they took no
action. Then, on the morning of Novem-
ber 10, a large body of citizens of this
community, consisting of a thousand nr
more, marched to the Record office, in
broad day-light, and destroyed it. This

(Continued on page four.)


